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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Conditional phased reopening plan from 1st June 2020 

 

Following the Government's guidance released on 11th May, we have been able to start to think about planning our 

provision for the year groups that have been identified as potentially coming back on 1st June. I must be clear however, that 

school will not look the same as it did when we closed in March due to the restrictions that we will need to put in place to 

safeguard everyone concerned.  

 

Below is the Government guidelines that we are currently using to build our plan: 

 

●        Detail on phased wider opening of school, colleges and nurseries 

●        Opening schools and educational settings to more pupils from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers 

●        Actions for educational and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 2020 

●        Implementing protective measures in educational and childcare settings 

Your child’s welfare and safety is our priority, as well as that of the staff.  Everything we are planning to do will be to ensure 

that we can address any concerns you may have. 

I want to make it clear from the outset that the Government is only strongly advising you to send your child into school; no 

parent will be fined for not sending their child in.  

I also want to make it clear to you that we will do everything we can to ensure children follow social distancing guidance 

(details below), but, as we all know, children do not necessarily operate like this - particularly younger children. 

 

Here is Water Hall’s draft plan to ensure safety for all in the school community.  

 

Year groups allowed back at school 

 Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and year 6 pupils only will  be allowed back at school from 1st June 2020. However we will only 

be offering 1 nursery session for children who access 15 hours. This session will be a morning session. This will run from 8:40 

- 11:45am.  
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No visitors will be permitted to enter the school building unless in the case of an emergency.  Vulnerable children and 

children of key workers who fall outside of these year groups will still be able to attend the setting. Vulnerable children who 

have not been accessing the emergency provision, will be encouraged to attend where safe to do so.  

 

Classes  

Class sizes in the first returning year groups will be a maximum of 15 children per class. Each small group of children will 

stay in their own classrooms. Classrooms will be set up to allow for social distancing measures to be followed wherever 

possible. Classes will be led by the same teacher and TA, staff permitting. There will be no mixing with other classes. Each 

class will act as their own ‘bubble’. 

 

Start and end of the school day 

There will be no breakfast club available until further notice.  

The start and the end of the school day will be staggered to ensure that social distancing can take place as much as 

possible. In order to make sure that we do not have unnecessary entry into the school building, the entrance and exit for pick 

up and drop off will be via the staff car park (Melfort Drive) and straight onto the school playground.  

 

Reception and Nursery parents and children will then need to follow the arrows along the playground, following social 

distancing guidelines, to the unit. The first door will be used for dropping the children at the door, parents can then leave the 

school grounds via the side gate in the early years garden and out through the schools main gate. Years 1 and 6 parents will 

drop children off outside their classroom door, ensuring not to enter the classroom and then continue following the one way 

system and social distancing guidelines back out through the staff car park.  

 

Drop off times will be from 8:40 for Reception/ Nursery, 8:50 for Year 1 and 9:00 for Year 6. You must be punctual for your 

drop off time slot to alleviate any congestion. Pick up times will start from 3:00 for Reception, 3:15 for Year 1 and 3:30 for 

Year 6. Nursery children who access 15 hours will need to be picked up at 11:45 from the nursery side gate.  

Pick up for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will again be through the staff Car Park, to allow for social distancing to be adhered 

to. Teachers will send children out to parents. No adult will be permitted to approach the classroom door.  Only one adult, 

where possible,  will be allowed to drop off and pick up. We will not be running a buggy park. Parents will be able to take 

their buggy with them onto the playground, making sure that they are following social distancing guidance. In these current 

circumstances, Year 6 children will need to be dropped off and picked up from school to ensure social distancing is adhered 

to when entering and leaving school. 
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Please see the map below for guidance on the route:  

 

 
Moving around school  

The children will be following a one way system around school if they have to move around. They will move in their classes. 

Again, we have to stress that we will encourage children to keep their distance from each other, but we cannot enforce this. 

We need to work with you as parents to discuss with your children about why they need to do this.  

 

Break and Lunch time  

Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered, making sure that classes have designated zones in which to play.  

These playtimes will be overseen by TA’s. Children will wash their hands when re-entering the classroom after play.  Year 6 

children will be eating their lunch in the classroom. Children who are eligible for Free School Meals, parents will still be 

receiving vouchers, and so packed lunches will need to be provided. Reception and Year 1 children will be eating in the hall - 

Universal Free School Meals will be provided in the form of a packed lunch for these children. 

 

Equipment  

Classroom equipment will be assigned to each child individually, to ensure that only they use their equipment and to 

prevent any contamination.  Each child’s equipment will be kept in a ziplock pack, which will be disinfected everyday at the 

end of school, as well as throughout the day by their teacher/ TA. Sporting equipment will only be used by one class per day 

and will be disinfected once it has been used. Children will be required to bring their own water Bottles in from home, 

named. These will be kept in their lockers.  
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Uniform 

Where possible, children need to wear school uniform, however this will need to be washed Daily. We understand that this 

can be difficult and so clothing can be flexible. All clothing that is worn MUST be freshly washed in order to minimise the 

spread of the infection.  

 

Hygiene measures 

Children will wash their hands on entry into the classroom, at regular periods throughout the school day, before eating, after 

eating, after coughing or sneezing and after going to the toilet. They will also wash their hands before leaving their 

classrooms at the end of the school day. Door handles and surfaces that are touched will be cleaned throughout the day 

and classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day. Toilets will be cleaned at the end of each day and in the 

middle of the day.  

 

Curriculum  

Children will be accessing work when in school similar to that they have been doing at home during school closure and 

consolidating previous learning, allowing for more enrichment activities in the afternoon to support physical and mental 

well being.  

I need to stress that if any member of your household displays the symptoms of Covid 19, then your child cannot come to 

school.  If any child or member of staff becomes ill whilst at school, they will be immediately isolated, and sent home.  By 

sending your child into school you agree to be on standby to collect your child at short notice.  All staff and children can now 

access a virus test.  Whilst waiting for the test outcomes staff and children should remain at home.  If the test is negative, 

then the child or member of staff can return to school.  If the test is positive then all children and adults in that group will be 

sent home and have to isolate for 14 days, in line with the government’s advice.  

If we experience staff shortages, or a test of a child produces a positive outcome for Covid 19, then you will be notified by text 

that you cannot send your child to school.  Therefore, it is imperative that you ensure we have your most up to date contact 

numbers, check your mobile phones every morning for any messages, and throughout the day in case your child becomes ill. 

Teachers will not only be teaching children in school, they will also be planning for remote learning (as they have done up 

until now) for children not in school.  Teachers normally have ½ a day non-contact time to plan and prepare learning.  In 

order to facilitate this, we will be closing at 12:00pm every Friday.  We understand this may be inconvenient, but it is 

necessary to ensure that other adults do not mix with children in their classes, therefore reducing the risk of transmission. 
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I would be grateful if you could now answer Yes or No as to your child's attendance in school. You will be sent another survey 

for you to add your child's name. I would need to get a definite  yes or no as to your child's attendance if reopening goes 

ahead. This will need to be completed by Wednesday 20th May at 12pm.  This will then allow me to finalise plans in advance 

of the school's potential opening.  

If you make the decision not to send your child to school on the 1st June, but have a change of mind in the following weeks, 

you will need to contact school in the first instance, BEFORE sending them in. This will allow me to make sure that I have 

enough staff to cover the need.  

If you have any questions then please do get in contact with the office, who will be able to help you with your query.  

In the meantime, please continue to do what you have been doing at home, and enjoy your time as a family.  

Stay safe, enjoy your time with your children and take care.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Becky McGuire  
Head Teacher  
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