
Unit of Work: Changes in our local environment

Vocabulary:
Continent, country, region, city, county, borough, 
compass points, physical and human features, British 
Isles, Great Britain, UK, sustainability, legacy, region, 
city, regeneration, development, enquiry, local area, 
past, present, future.

Unit Overview: In this unit, the children will find out 
about the regions of the UK, discovering how some of 
these areas have changed over time. The children will 
research how specific areas of the UK have been 
affected by change, before conducting a fieldwork 
activity on their own area, writing a magazine article to 
demonstrate their learning.  

By the end of the unit I will know: 
● how to describe how a region of the UK has changed over time and that 

change is continual,
● how to describe what our local area was like in the past,
● that our local area will continue to change
● how to offer opinions on our local area at present and the changes 

underway
● how to use appropriate geographical vocabulary to describe change,
● how to use the eight points of a compass, four- and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of OS maps) to build my 
knowledge of the UK and the wider world,

● the geographical similarities and differences of a region of the UK 
through the study of human and physical geography.

Year 5/6 GeographyCycle A



Unit of Work: Every picture tells a story

Vocabulary:
Abstract art: art which does not represent images of 
the everyday world
Anonymous: without someone’s name
Brexit: Britain exiting the European Union (EU)
Emojis: symbols used to express an idea or emotion
Immigration: moving to a new country to live there 
permanently
Mural: a large painting on a wall or ceiling
Street art: drawings or words made on a surface in a  
public place
Symmetrical: both sides are exactly the same

Unit Overview: In this unit, the children will be looking 
at the meaning behind art. They will analyse the 
intentions of Banksy; make ink symmetry prints 
inspired by psychologist Rorschach; tell a story using 
emojis; use drama to recreate a poignant war scene 
and are inspired by the ceramic work of Magdalene 
Odundo, to work expressively outside. 

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other 

art, craft and design techniques,
● evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, 

craft and design,
● improve my mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay),

● appreciate artists, architects and designers in history.

Year 5/6 Art & DesignCycle A

Artists’ work looked at:



Unit of Work: Animals including humans

Vocabulary:
Working scientifically, animals, 
circulatory system, heart, lungs, 
arteries, veins, capillaries, diet, exercise, 
drugs, lifestyle, body.

Unit Overview: In this unit, the children 
will learn about the human circulatory 
system. They will learn how to identify 
and name the main parts of the human 
circulatory system, and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood vessels and 
blood They will work scientifically to 
relate this knowledge to developing 
their understanding of the impact of 
diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the 
way their bodies function. 

By the end of the unit I will know:
● how to identify and name the main parts of the 

human circulatory system, and describe the functions 
of the heart, blood vessels and blood,

● how to recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs 
and lifestyle on the way their bodies function,

● how to describe the ways in which nutrients and water 
are transported within animals, including humans.

Year 5/6 ScienceCycle A



Unit of Work: Celebrating difference 

Vocabulary:
Culture, conflict, difference, 
similarity, belong, culture wheel, 
racism, race, discrimination, culture 
ribbon, bullying, rumour, 
name-calling, racist, homophobic, 
cyber bullying, texting, 
indirect/direct, happiness, 
developing world, continuum, 
celebration 

Unit Overview: in this unit, the 
children will learn about the 
different facets of our society and 
how this is something to be 
celebrated. They will consider and 
discuss the notion that we should 
accept everyone’s differences, issues 
surrounding racism and bullying as 
well as knowing how to give and 
receive compliments. 

By the end of the unit I will be able to:
● understand that cultural differences sometimes cause conflict,
● understand what racism is,
● understand how rumour-spreading and name-calling can be 

bullying behaviours,
● explain the difference between direct and indirect types of 

bullying,
● compare my life with people in the developing world,
● understand a different culture from my own.

Year 5/6 PSHECycle A



Unit of Work: Christmas (Christianity)

Vocabulary:
Christmas, Christmas story, 
Christianity/Christians, true, Jesus, 
Incarnation of God, faith, belief, personal 
beliefs, tolerance, mutual respect 

Unit Overview: this unit focuses on 
the Christian celebration of 
Christmas. The children will learn to 
evaluate different accounts of the 
Christmas story and understand 
that stories can be true in different 
ways. 
This unit of work also relates to the 
British Values of ‘mutual respect’ 
and ‘tolerance of those of different 
faiths and beliefs’. 

By the end of the unit I will know:
● how to explain how ‘true’ could mean different things to 

different people, 
● how stories can be ‘true’ in different ways,
● how to explain the Christian belief that Jesus was the 

Incarnation of God,
● how to start to express an opinion on whether the 

Christmas story is true and what this might mean to 
Christians. 

Year 5/6 RECycle A

Key Question: is the Christmas story true?



Unit of Work: weather, hobbies, pets, Christmas in Spain 

Weather Vocabulary:
hace sol - it’s sunny
hace calor - it’s fine
hace viento - it’s windy
hace frío - it’s cold
Nieva - it’s snowing
Llueve - it’s raining
¿Qué tiempo hace? - 
What’s the weather like?
la temperatura - the 
temperature

Unit Overview: During this half term, 
the children will be learning 
vocabulary related to describing the 
weather where they will have the 
opportunity to practise these skills in 
delivering a weather forecast in 
Spanish. They will also learn how to 
discuss their hobbies and pets as well 
as learning about Christmas 
traditions in Spain. 

By the end of the unit I will know:
● phrases to describe six different types of weather,
● phrases to describe ten different hobbies and understand 

them and use them to ask and answer questions in full 
sentences about which hobbies I like and dislike,

● how to ask and answer questions about pets and be able to 
give reasons for my answers,

● about Christmas traditions in Spain and be able to 
compare Spanish and English traditions.

Year 5/6 SpanishCycle A

Hobbies Vocabulary:
escuchar música - listen to music
ver la televisión - watch TV
hacer jardinería - to garden
jugar a las cartas - play cards
jugar con videojuegos - play video games
Leer - read
sacar el perro a pasear
ir al cine - go to the cinema
ir de compras - go shopping
Viajar - travel
los pasatiempos - hobbies
¿Cuál es tu pasatiempo? - What’s your hobby?

Pets Vocabulary:
un gato - a cat
un perro - a dog
un conejo - a rabbit
un ratón - a mouse
una serpiente - a snake
un hámster - a hamster
un pájaro - a bird
un pez - a fish
¿tienes un animal? - do you have a pet?
¿Qué animal quisieras tener? - what animal would 
you like to have?



Unit of Work: South and West Africa 

Vocabulary:
Shosholoza, djembe drum, 
percussion, tuned percussion, beats, 
rests, performance, expression, 
major chord, break, a capella 

Unit Overview: In this unit, children 
learn ‘Shosholoza’, a traditional 
South African song. They will learn 
how to play the accompanying 
chords using tuned percussion and 
learn to play the djembe. They will 
also learn a traditional West African 
drum and add some dance moves 
ready to perform the song in its 
entirety. 

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● hold the tune of my part within a group performance,
● use expression within singing,
● play a major chord on tuned percussion,
● play a two-chord progression with accuracy,
● stay in time with other performers,
● count in rests (silences)
● create a break which fills 8 counts

Year 5/6 MusicCycle A

Djembe drum

Shosholoza musical notation



Unit of Work: We are architects 

Unit Overview: in this unit, pupils research 
examples of art gallery architecture, 
before using Trimble SketchUp to create 
their own virtual gallery. Finally, they use 
the gallery to exhibit their own artwork. 
 In: 
● Session 1 they explore existing art 
galleries, before sketching ideas for their 
own 
● Session 2 they build their virtual gallery 
● Session 3 they create a 3-D sculpture for 
their virtual gallery 
● Session 4 they create furniture and 
fixtures for their virtual gallery 
● Session 5 they hang artwork in their 
virtual gallery space 
● Session 6 they create a virtual tour of 
their gallery.

By the end of the unit I will be able to:
● identify common characteristics of art galleries using 

the web, 
● create complex, compound objects using SketchUp, 
● apply appropriate finishes to surfaces in SketchUp, 
● create a narrated walkthrough of my gallery,

Year 5/6 ComputingCycle A


