
 
Year 5/6 Medium Term Plan 

Spring 1 2021 
***Some aspects of Spring 1 units have been altered in light of the recent national lockdown and return to remote learning for most children*** 

 

Week  English 
Talk for Writing 

Maths 
Essential Maths 

Science 
Snap Science 

Computing 
Switched On 
Computing 

History 
Rising Stars 

DT 
The DT 

Association 

RE 
Discovery RE 

PSHE 
Jigsaw 

Music 
Kapow 

Spanish 
iLanguages 

1 Text Type: Non-Fiction 
Explanation (4-5 wks) 
Model Text: Why Ogres Are 
Dangerous 
Focus: informative writing 
 
Grammar Focus: 
Think about the 3 basic 
skills: 
•Choosing the right word 
for the job 
•Constructing and 
manipulating sentences to 
create different effects 
•Tying texts together so 
that writing is linked and 
flows 
 
As well as focusing on 
general writing grammar 
that the children need in 
order to make progress, 
evident from their cold 
task, the following may 
need to be 
taught/reviewed: 
 
-Use of a wide range of 
conjunctions (including 
causal) within and across 
paragraphs 
-Develop complex 
sentences using a wide 
range of subordinating 
conjunctions 
-Sentence re-shaping to 
maintain the reader’s 
interest e.g. short 
sentences for emphasis; 

Unit: Statistical Reasoning 
Focus:  Interpret statistical 
representations and 
calculate the mean. 
 
Year 5:  
To interpret statistical 
information 
Using data to make 
comparison and calculate 
sum or difference 
To apply understanding of 
sum and difference 
Use information in a line 
graph to compare and 
calculate 
Solve problems using 
information in line graphs 
 
Year 6:  
 To interpret statistical 
information 
Understand and calculate 
the mean 
Understand and calculate 
the mean 
Review line graphs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI: To represent a 
simple circuit in a 
diagram and 
describe how it works 
 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
 
LI: To think about 
online safety and 
how to 
communicate 
respectfully on the 
Internet.  

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To understand 
why there are 
differing 
accounts of what 
happened during 
the raid on 
Lindisfarne. 

Unit: Food 
Technology  
 
LI: To know how 
to create a meal 
using easy to 
find ingredients 
and how to do 
this safely. 
 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 
 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI: understand 
that I will need 
money to help me 
achieve some of 
my dreams  
LI: identify what I 
would like my life 
to be like when I 
am grown up 

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 
LI: To set goals 
for the year 

Unit: Looping & 
Remixing - 
Dance Music 
 
LI: To be able to 
play a simple 
looped rhythm 
from notation 
 
 

Unit changed 
due to move to 
remote learning 
 
Definite and 
indefinite 
articles 

Resources          

2 Unit: Spatial Reasoning 
Focus: Area 
Volume (Yr6)  

Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI:  To use a switch in 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
 

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To understand 

Unit: Food 
Technology 
 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 

Unit: Looping & 
Remixing - 
Dance Music 

Punctuation 
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longer, complex sentences 
for explanation 
-Introducing degrees of 
possibility using modal 
verbs 
-Variety of verb forms 
chosen for effect  
-Choice of vocabulary to 
add formality 
-Brackets and dashes for 
parenthesis 
-Use of a semicolon to join 
two linked complete 
sentences 
 
 
 
 

Area and Perimeter 
Year 5: 
Square numbers and area 
Estimate area 
Find area of rectilinear 
shapes by counting squares 
Relate finding area of 
rectilinear shapes to arrays 
up to 12 x 12 
Problem solving with area 
Calculate and compare the 
area of rectangles 
Calculate the area of 
rectilinear shapes 
Work backwards to 
calculate measures from a 
given area 
Calculate the perimeter of 
composite rectilinear 
shapes 
Solve problems using 
knowledge of perimeter 
and area 
 
Year 6: 
Square number and area 
Estimate area 
Calculating the area of 
triangles 
Calculating the area of 
parallelograms 
Visualising and calculating 
the volume of cubes 
Calculating and comparing 
volumes 
Estimating Volume  
Consolidate understanding 
of perimeter 
Investigate shapes with the 
same area but different 
perimeters and vice-versa 
 
 
 
 

a simple circuit, show 
it in a diagram and 
describe how it works 
 

LI: To research the 
topic for 
discussion 

what the way of 
life was like for 
the Vikings in 
their homeland, 
and reach valid 
conclusions 
about why they 
wanted to leave 

LI: To create a 
savory dish out 
of easily 
accessible 
ingredients. 

 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI: know about a 
range of jobs 
carried out by 
people I know and 
explore how much 
people earn in 
different jobs  
LI: appreciate the 
contributions 
made by people 
in different jobs 

LI: To set goals 
for the year 

 
LI: To create a 
piece of music 
using 
pre-written 
loops 

Resources         

3 Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI: To demonstrate 
the effects of 
changing the current 
flowing through 
components in a 
circuit 
 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
LI:  To write a 
reasoned 
argument for a 
view of the topic. 

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To know when, 
where and why 
the Vikings 
settled in Britain. 

Unit: Food 
Technology 
 
LI: To create a 
savory dish out 
of easily 
accessible 
ingredients. 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 
 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI: identify a job I 
would like to do 
when I grow up 
and understand 
what motivates 
me and what I 
need to do to 
achieve it  
LI: appreciate the 
opportunities that 
learning and 
education are 
giving me and 
understand how 
this will help me 
to build my future 

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 
LI: 

Unit: Looping & 
Remixing - 
Dance Music 
 
LI: To be able to 
play a melody 
line accurately 
and fluently 

Conjunctions 
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Resources          

4 Unit: Proportional 
Reasoning and Roman 
Numerals 
 
Focus: Percentages 
 
Year 5: 
Understand that per cent 
relates to the number of 
parts per hundred 
Use scaling to identify 
percentages 
Identify common 
equivalent fractions, 
decimals and percentages 
Calculate percentages by 
finding fractions of an 
amount 
Develop strategies to 
calculate percentages 
Draw a model to calculate 
a percentage 
Draw a model to calculate 
the whole 
Convert between fractions, 
decimals and percentages 
Solve a range of percentage 
problems 
 
 
Year 6: 
Express parts per hundred 
as fractions, decimals and 
percentages 
Convert between fractions 
and percentages 
Recall and use 
equivalences 
Calculate percentages by 
finding fractions of an 
amount 

Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI:  To demonstrate 
how circuits can 
be represented in, 
and constructed 
from diagrams 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
 
LI: To comment on 
others’ posts 
responsibly and 
respectfully. 

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To present a 
valid argument 
for whether King 
Alfred deserved 
the title ‘Great’. 

Unit: Food 
Technology 
 
LI: To research 
different recipes 
and plan in 
groups a dish or 
bake that is 
creative and 
manageable to 
make. 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 
 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI:describe the 
dreams and goals 
of young people 
in a culture 
different to mine 
LI: reflect on how 
these relate to my 
own 

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 
LI:.WELLBEING 
WEDNESDAY- 
check in with 
teacher and 
complete task 

Unit: Looping & 
Remixing - 
Dance Music 
 
LI: To select a 
section of a 
tune and 
perform it as a 
loop 

Food and Drink 

Resources         

5 Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI:  To research how 
electricity is 
generated and 
transmitted to the 
classroom, and 
discuss electricity 
generation in the 
future 
 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
 
LI: To check online 
information for 
reliability 

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To know what 
evidence we have 
about the 
Vikings, and to 
evaluate the 
quality of the 
evidence. 

Unit: Food 
Technology 
 
LI: To create and 
evaluate a 
dish/bake using 
research and my 
own creativity. 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 
 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI: understand 
that 
communicating 
with someone in a 
different culture 
means we can 
learn from each 
other  
LI: identify a 
range of ways 
that we could 
support each 
other  

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 
LI: WELLBEING 
WEDNESDAY- 
check in with 
teacher and 
complete task 
 

Unit: Looping & 
Remixing - 
Dance Music 
 
LI: To combine 
loops to create 
a remix 

Exploring and 
directions 
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Explore a range of 
strategies to calculate 
percentages 
Draw a model to calculate 
the whole 
Understanding pie charts  
Solve a range of percentage 
problems 
 
 
Roman Numerals 
 
Roman numerals to 20 
Roman numerals to 100 
Reasoning with Roman 
numerals 

LI: appreciate the 
similarities and 
differences in 
aspirations 
between myself 
and young people 
in a different 
culture 

Resources           

6 Text Type: Fiction Narrative 
(4-5 wks) Defeating the 
Monster plot 
Model Text: Zelda Claw 
and the Rain Cat 
Focus: building suspense 
 
Grammar Focus: 
Think about the 3 basic 
skills: 
•Choosing the right word 
for the job 
•Constructing and 
manipulating sentences to 
create different effects 
•Tying texts together so 
that writing is linked and 
flows 
 
As well as focusing on 
general writing grammar 
that the children need in 
order to make progress, 
evident from their cold 
task, the following may 

Unit: Fraction Reasoning 2 
Focus: Multiply unit 
fractions by a whole 
number  
Multiplying and Dividing 
fractions (Yr6)  
 
Year 5: 
Multiply unit fractions by a 
whole number 
Practise and evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
representations to solve 
problems 
Multiply mixed numbers by 
whole numbers 
Combine learning about 
fractions to solve problems 
Develop use of bar models 
Using bar modelling to 
represent a problem 
involving fractions 
 
Year 6: 
Understand the effect of 
multiplying, including with 

Unit: Electricity Y6 
 
LI:  To present 
information on 
how electricity 
is generated 
and 
transmitted to 
the classroom, 
and to discuss 
its generation 
in the future 
 

Unit:  6.4 We are 
connected 
 
LI: To discuss and 
write a blog post 
on online bullying 
and how they 
should respond to 
it. 

Unit: The Vikings 
 
LI: To create a 
Viking saga 
reflecting what 
you know about 
the Vikings. 

Unit: Food 
Technology 
 
LI: To create and 
evaluate a 
dish/bake using 
research and my 
own creativity. 

Unit: Beliefs & 
Moral Values 
Sikhism 
 
Key Question: Are 
Sikh stories 
important today? 
 
LI: encourage my 
peers to support 
young people 
here and abroad 
to meet their 
aspirations, and 
suggest ways we 
might do this, e.g. 
through 
sponsorship  
LI: understand 
why I am 
motivated to 
make a positive 
contribution to 
supporting others 

Unit: Dreams & 
Goals (Y5) 
 
LI: WELLBEING 
WEDNESDAY- 
check in with 
teacher and 
complete task 
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need to be 
taught/reviewed: 
 
-Use of a variety of fronted 
adverbials to give the 
reader further details and 
signpost what is to come 
in the sentence 
-Varying sentence patterns 
(manipulation of 
grammatical structures) 
to keep the reader 
engaged (e.g.  ‘-ed –ing’) 
-Variety of techniques to 
create a picture for the 
reader - sentence of 3 for 
description; 
personification; similes 
-Varied verbs forms chose 
for effect, including modal 
verbs to add degrees of 
possibility 
-Full range of punctuation 
to guide the reader 
-Use of a run of empty 
words to build tension 
-Semi-colon to join linked 
sentences 

proper fractions 
Multiply simple pairs of 
proper fractions 
Apply multiplication of 
fractions in a range of 
contexts 
Apply multiplication of 
fractions in a range of 
contexts 
Divide unitary fractions by 
whole numbers 
Divide fractions by whole 
numbers in a range of 
contexts 

Resources           


