
Unit of Work: Europe - a study of the Alpine region

Vocabulary:
Europe, Alpine region, Alps, climate, 
mountain formation, fold mountain, map, 
physical feature, tourism, advantages, 
disadvantages, avalanche

Unit Overview: in this unit, the children 
learn about the Alpine region of Europe, 
how the Alps were formed and how 
homes are adapted to the climate. They 
will create a storyboard or digital book 
on mountain formation, design an Alpine 
home, and produce literature for visitors 
to the area using geographical 
vocabulary. The children will use maps to 
locate the Alps and identify the physical 
features of the region. They will also use 
base maps to create their own maps of 
the region. By the end of the unit I will know to: 

● understand that fold mountains occur when two 
tectonic plates meet,

● explain the climate patterns of the Alpine region, 
● explain that there are advantages and disadvantages 

to tourism in the Alps,
● explain how avalanches are caused.
● explain some of the ways avalanches can be prevented.

Year 5/6 GeographyCycle A



Unit of Work: Formal Elements (Architecture)

Vocabulary:
Abstract, amphitheatre, ancient, 
architects, composition, cryptic, 
legacy, mono print, ornate, 
pattern, plaque, representation, 
shading, sketch, stadium, 
symbolism, temple

Unit Overview: in this unit, children 
learn how to draw from observation, 
create a print and draw from different 
perspectives. They learn about the role 
of an architect and are challenged to 
consider why houses look the way they 
do and if there is scope to change and 
improve them. 

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● improve my mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing,
● create sketchbooks to record my observations,
● develop my techniques, including my control and use of 

materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design,

● learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.

Year 5/6 Art & DesignCycle A



Unit of Work: Everyday Materials

Vocabulary:
properties, material, building, 
construction, structure, organic, 
natural, manufactured, man-made, 
weathering, decay, decompose, 
break down, brittle, fragile, metal, 
plastic, wood, ceramic, concrete, 
compare, contrast, group, organise, 
criteria, strong, strength, weakness, 
durability, wear, tear, stretch, 
flexible, flexibility, hardness, light, 
heavy, durable, durability, 
waterproof, washable, stain 
resistant, reusable, bicycle, 
suspension, brakes, tyre tread, 
saddle, weight, mass, criteria, 
ovenproof, heat, temperature, room 
temperature, thermal conductor, 
thermal insulator, insulate, 
insulation, viscosity, viscous, sticky, 
stickiness, tackiness, adhesive, glue, 
saturated, powder, particle, 
polymer, volume, quantity

Unit Overview: In this unit, the children will 
develop their knowledge and understanding 
of materials, achieving an in-depth 
knowledge of the properties of certain 
materials and how and why those specific 
properties make them suitable for particular 
uses. They will explore familiar objects in 
detail and find out about accidental scientific 
discoveries, such as the ‘non-sticky’ glue 
developed by Spencer Silver and used in ‘Post 
it’ notes. Specific scientific and other 
vocabulary is used by children as they 
describe, explain and communicate their 
understanding of materials, succinctly and in 
ways appropriate to a science context.  

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● plan and carry out comparative and fair tests to answer questions about how 

and why certain materials are selected and used because of their properties,
● take and record measurements using appropriate measuring equipment with 

increasing accuracy,
● explain how insulation in a cool bag can help to keep hot things hot and cool 

things cool,
● explain the processes involved when water is added to another material. 

Year 5/6 ScienceCycle A



Unit of Work: Healthy Me

Vocabulary:
choices, healthy 
behaviour, 
unhealthy 
behaviour, informed 
decision, pressure, 
media, emergency, 
procedure, recovery 
position, calm, 
level-headed

Unit Overview: in this unit, 
the children will learn 
different ways they can keep 
themselves safe and lead a 
healthy lifestyle. They will 
consider the impact of 
different choices on their 
physical and mental 
wellbeing as well as 
discussing issues 
surrounding body image.   

By the end of the unit I will know:
● the health risks of smoking and can tell you how tobacco affects the lungs, liver and heart 
● how to make an informed decision about whether or not I choose to smoke and know how to resist 

pressure,
● some of the risks with misusing alcohol, including anti-social behaviour, and how it affects the liver and 

heart,
● how to put into practice basic emergency aid procedures (including recovery position) and to know how 

to get help in emergency situations 
● how to keep myself calm in emergencies

Year 5/6 PSHECycle A



Unit of Work: Easter (Christianity)

Vocabulary:
Christianity, Christians, Easter, God, Jesus, 
crucifixion, crucified, Holy Week, purpose, 
destiny, Jerusalem, resurrection

Unit Overview: this unit explores the 
question of whether God intended 
Jesus to be crucified or whether 
Jesus’ crucifixion was the 
consequence of events during Holy 
Week. The children will link these 
ideas to the lives of other figures 
who have had a strong purpose or 
sense of destiny such as: Martin 
Luther King, Gandhi, Mother Teresa 
and Florence Nightingale. This unit 
also relates to the British values of 
‘rule of law’, ‘mutual respect’ and 
‘tolerance of those of different faiths 
and beliefs’.  

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● give an example of someone with a strong sense of 

purpose for their life and give my opinions on this,
● start to explain whether God intended Jesus to be 

crucified or whether Jesus’ crucifixion was the 
consequence of events during Holy Week,

● start to express my opinion about Jesus’ crucifixion being 
his destiny/purpose. 

Year 5/6 RECycle A

Key Question: how significant is it for Christians to 
believe God intended Jesus to die?



Unit of Work: primary school in Spain, giving reasons, transport

School Subject Vocabulary:
las asignaturas - school   
                              subjects
las matemáticas - maths
el inglés - English
las ciencias - science
la historia - history
la geografía - geography
el español - Spanish
la informática - IT
la educación física - PE
la música - music

Unit Overview: in this unit, the 
children will learn key 
vocabulary for different 
subjects at primary school as 
well as equipment that can be 
found in a classroom. They will 
have the opportunity to 
practise discussing their 
opinions about different school 
subjects in Spanish as well as 
discussing what form of 
transport they use to get to 
school. 

By the end of the unit I will know:
● vocabulary for school subjects,
● vocabulary for transport,
● how to make sentences using different parts of the verb 

ir to describe which forms of transport they and others 
use.

Year 5/6 SpanishCycle A

Transport 
Vocabulary:
en coche - by car
en autobús - by 
bus
en avión - by 
plane
en barco - by boat
en tren - by train
a pie - on foot
Voy - I’m going/I 
go
Vas - you/you’re 
going
Va - he/she’s going
Vamos - we’re 
going
Vais - you/you’re 
going
Van - they’re going

Class Equipment  
Vocabulary:
el lápiz - pencil
el boli (bolígrafo) - pen
la regla - ruler
el estuche - pencil case
la calculadora - calculator
las tijeras - scissors
el sacapuntas - pencil
                            sharpener
el pegamento - glue
la mesa - desk/table
la silla - chair
la ventana - window
la pizarra - whiteboard
la papelera - bin
el cuaderno - exercise 
                        book
la cartera - bag
el ordenador - computer
la puerta - door
Hay - there is/are



Unit of Work: Composition to represent the festival of 
colour (Holi festival)

Vocabulary:
Celebration, music, sound, 
composing, composition, 
performance, mood, graphic score, 
vocal composition, improvise, 

Unit Overview: in this unit, Holi, 
the Hindu festival of colour, 
celebrates the beginning of spring 
and the triumph of good over evil. 
Celebrations include throwing 
and smearing each other with 
vibrant, multi-coloured paints 
and powders and children explore 
the associations between music, 
sounds and colour building up to 
composing and performing their 
own musical composition to 
represent Holi.

By the end of the unit I will know how to:
● name the features or the mood of a piece of music,
● represent music visually,
● describe what I think pieces of music look like and why,
● describe the use of dynamics, tempo and pitch,
● improvise and compose music for a range of purposes,

Year 5/6 MusicCycle A



Unit of Work: We are publishers

Unit Overview: in this unit, pupils 
produce a class yearbook or school 
magazine using desktop publishing 
tools. They source, write, edit and 
combine images and text from a 
range of sources. In: 
● Session 1 they plan their yearbook 
or magazine 
● Session 2 they plan a section of the 
yearbook or magazine and 
gather/commission content 
● Session 3 they use software to 
create a section of the yearbook or 
magazine 
● Session 4 they assemble the pages 
of the yearbook or magazine 
● Session 5 they assess and 
proofread the yearbook or magazine 
● Session 6 they review, edit and 
print the yearbook or magazine.

By the end of the unit 
I will be able to:
● manage or 

contribute to 
large 
collaborative 
projects, 
facilitated 
using online 
tools,

● write and 
review content,

● source digital 
media while 
demonstrating 
safe, respectful 
and responsible 
use,

● design and 
produce a 
high-quality 
print document.

Year 5/6 ComputingCycle A

Vocabulary:


