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Message From The Headteacher
I am looking forward to seeing the back of May, I think all we have seen is 
rain!! I am looking forward to hopefully some warmer and drier weather in 
June!

Although this half term has felt long, the children have all been working 
hard to continue making great strides with their learning. 

We have seen some children across the school achieve Gold on our 
Behaviour Diamond. These children are consistently showing our 3 R’s, 
being Ready, Respectful and Responsible around the school and are all 
round great role models in our community.  The children received a gold 
badge which they can wear with pride around the school. Well done. 

Although we only have 1 half term left before the summer holidays, it is 
going to be a busy term. Transition will be planned for the children to meet 
their new teachers before the summer holiday. 

I ask that you keep me informed of any positive cases of Covid 19 over the 
half term by emailing the covid email box, covid@waterhallprimary.co.uk. 

Please all have a restful half term break and we look forward to welcoming 
the children back to school on Monday 7th June 
Take care  

Becky McGuire 
Head teacher 

MISS McGUIRE

mailto:covid@waterhallprimary.co.uk


Covid 19 

Covid- 19 continues to be a big part of the school day, with our Covid Risk 
assessment still very much in place. Nothing has changed in relation to the risk 
assessment and therefore all the steps and guidance still apply after half term. 

Thank you for all for supporting our risk assessment by dropping the children off 
at the gate in the morning and wearing masks when you are collecting your 
children. Please remember these after half term. 
 

Please remember the symptoms of Covid- 19 

● High Temperature 
● New / Continuous Cough 
● Loss of taste / smell

Children who have any of the above symptoms 
need to get a PCR test. 

Lateral flows tests can not be used for children  /  
adults with symptoms. 

Using Melfort Drive for pick up and drop off
If you drive to school and use Melfort Drive, please DO NOT drive to the end of Melfort 
and drop children off just outside the gates. 

Both morning and afternoon is very busy and congested with children entering and 
leaving school, we need to keep all children safe and therefore ask that cars do not come 
any further than Burnmoor Close.   

Our new gate is progress and will be installed during the Summer holidays.  From 
September pupils will be able to enter from the ‘4 walls’ side of the school and also the 
current entry point through the staff car park.



Parents evening

Thank you to all who logged into their parents evening appointment. Unfortunately we had many 
parents who didn't log on which wasted the appointment slot and time of the staff who stayed in 
school for the sessions. As a school, we feel that virtual consultations are more effective in focusing 
the discussion on learning and therefore we will be continuing with these virtual sessions. 
Next academic year, we will have a number of opportunities for you to come into school and look 
through books and look at your children’s learning. 

We believe that we did have a handful of parents who had technically difficulties in logging on. We 
are looking into this to make sure that these do not happen in the future. 

We are going to be running virtual sessions again before the summer 
holidays.  Please keep an eye out for the links to book appointments. 

New Tables 

Over the half term holiday, we will be receiving brand new tables in all classrooms. 
These tables will allow for greater collaboration in learning and support group work 
better. 

We have spent a lot of money on these tables but we know that they will have a huge 
impact. 

We will be looking at donating our old tables so that they can be of benefit within the 
local and wider community. 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in tables please do get in contact with 
us. Tables are similar to the one pictured below. 



Early Years 

Traditional Tales in Nursery 
This term in Nursery the children have been enjoying learning about a different 
Traditional Tale each week, there has been storytelling, role-play, art projects!

Prince Charming’s Ball in Reception!

In Reception, we have 
been learning the story of 
Cinderella, we built Prince 
Charming’s Castle and we 
had our own Ball!
We all dressed up in our 
finest clothes.
We invited Mrs Howson; 
she came in her princess 
dress too!

At the end of the week, 
we enjoyed celebrating 
filling our jewel jar by 
watching the movie of 
cinderella and eating 
popcorn in the “school 
cinema!” 

Above: Little Red 
Riding Hood shape 
pictures. 

Right: The 3 little 
Pigs painted by the 
children.

Please make sure you are 
practicing ‘Nursery Rhyme of the 
Week’ with your child at home. 

Refer to the sticker in your child’s 
Home Communication Book for 

our Nursery Rhymes.



Reception visit College Lake 

This term Reception were lucky 
enough to be invited to visit College 
Lake for a picnic with Edward the  
Bear. The trip was kindly funded by 
the Beds, Bucks & Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). 

The coach trip began with a hype! 
The children were singing and 
laughing, squealing as we went over 
bumps, bridges and humps in the 
road. 

We all had an absolutely fantastic 
day, smelling flowers, noticing 
colours and insects, meeting Edward 
the Bear. One of the highlights was 
having their picnic taken and 
hidden by some Teddy Bears. They 
worked as a team to find their 
lunch, following the clues and were 
delighted to catch the cheeky bears! 
We took time to listen to the birds 
and ended the day building dens for 
Teddy Bears. 
The children did us proud and set a 
brilliant example of our ethos; 
Responsible, Respectful, Ready. 



Key Stage 1 

Continuing with growing...

Our favourite sessions

We asked the children what they enjoyed most during the spring term. We had a 
few different answers but it was very clear that all of the children really enjoyed 
making Fruit Kebabs in their Design & Technology sessions and that PE provisions 
are currently very popular! 

It is great to have such excitement from the children while talking about their 
learning and recalling fond memories together. 

The children enjoyed planting so much last term that we decided to have a sunflower 
growing competition! It’s a great change for us to put all we have learnt about 
growing into practice. We’re also planting some seeds in hanging planters we made for 
the allotment fence. 

Thames ClassWindermere Class Medway Class



Year 5 and 6

We haven’t let the wet weather dampen our spirits in Year 5 and 6; it 
has been full steam ahead this half term and the children have worked 
incredibly hard yet again. Here is a snapshot of some of the learning 
that has been happening in Year 5 and 6 this half term: 

In Maths we have been learning how to 
represent algebraic equations using bar 
models. The children have really 
impressed us with their grasp of algebra 
and have shocked themselves with their 
mathematical abilities!

During our enrichment sessions on a 
Friday afternoon, some of the children 
have been developing their drawing 
skills by taking part in the Animation 
Academy. Here are some of their 
masterpieces on display in the school 
corridor!

The school stick insects have moved moved into Edinburgh Class this half term 
and we have some real Dr Doolittle's on our hands!



Gold!!!

As you know, we have been working hard on a new behaviour policy over the past year. We have had input 
from all stakeholders in school and we are really happy with how this is going at the moment.  Children in 
school have really embraced the changes and now really enjoy earning jewels for their class jar, and being 
able to move up the behaviour chart. 

We wanted the children to be able to achieve above and beyond the expected behaviour in the classroom and 
for children to be recognised when they consistently show the 3 R’s and school values. 

Congratulations!!
Congratulations to the following children who have all been awarded gold on our behaviour 

diamond!! Well done to you all. 
Wear your gold star with pride around school for all to see. 

Lewis, Anas, Tariq, Armin, Jessica and Aissata in 
Edinburgh and Ruby in Warwick. 



RHSE at Water Hall   

You will have all seen communication in the past few weeks about our response to RHSE. 
From September 2020, primary schools in England are required to teach Relationships and 
Health Education as compulsory subjects and the Department of Education strongly 
recommend that schools should also include age appropriate Sex Education. 
In these lessons children learn about certain aspects of health such as healthy eating and 
about some harmful substances. They learn about how the body changes and how humans 
reproduce.  

How is this taught?
In our school, we use teaching materials and resources from ‘The Jigsaw Programme’. This is 
a whole school approach and embodies a positive philosophy and creative teaching and 
learning activities to nurture children’s development as compassionate and well-rounded 
human beings. The Jigsaw programme brings together PSHE, the compulsory Relationships 
and Health Education, and there are also units for Sex Education.

Teaching PSHE and RSHE is not new in our school but, in line with the new RSHE guidance 
and policies from the DFE (Department for Education) we have taken time to review the 
materials that we were using and have updated those.

The DFE guidance clearly states the statutory requirements of what children must be taught 
by the end of Primary School. 

Health Education is compulsory and includes learning about the changes in adolescence to 
equip children to understand and cope with puberty.  Science is also a compulsory subject 
and includes learning the correct names for the main external body parts, learning about the 
human body as it grows from birth to old age and reproduction in some plants and animals 
including humans. Parents do not have the right to withdraw their children from either of 
these subjects.

In the Policy and on the Long Term Plan, you can find information about what is taught in 
each year group. We have updated our Policy and invite you to read and comment on this – 
it can be found on the curriculum page of our website:

http://waterhallprimary.co.uk/pshe-rshe

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

http://waterhallprimary.co.uk/pshe-rshe


Term dates for the academic year 2021 / 
2022 

 Open to students on the morning 
of:

 Closed at the end of afternoon 
on:

Term 1 2021  Mon 6 September 2021  Fri 22 October 2021

 Half Term Holiday  Mon 25 October 2021  Fri 29 October 2021

Term 2 2021  Mon 1 November 2021  Fri 17 December 2021

Christmas 
Holidays

 Mon 20 December 2021  Fri 31st December 2022

Term 3 2022  Wed 5 January 2022  Fri 18 February 2022

Half Term Holiday  Mon 21 February 2022  Fri 25 February 2022

Term 4 2022  Mon 28 February 2022  Fri 08 April 2022

 Easter Holiday  Mon 11 April 2022  Fri 22 April 2022

Term 5 2022  Tues 26 April 2022  Fri 27 May 2022

Half Term Holiday  Mon 30 May 2022  Fri 3 June 2022

Term 6 2022  Mon 6 June 2022 Thurs 21 July 2022

Teacher Training Days: the school will be closed to students.
02 September 2021, 03 September 2021, 04 January 2022, Monday 25th April 2022, Friday 
22nd July 2022

Bank Holidays: the school will be closed to staff and students. 
27 December 2021,  28 December 2021, 03 January 2022, 15 April 2022, 18 April 2022, 02 May 
2022,  30 May 2022, 29 August 2022.
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